[Mechanisms of hepatic fibrogenesis].
Hepatic fibrosis is a scaring process leading to cirrhosis, a major complication of numerous chronic liver diseases. Hepatic stellate cells play a central role in the fibrotic process. After parenchymal or biliary injury, cytokines and growth factors allow the recruitment, proliferation, and activation, of stellate cells toward myofibroblasts, which secrete the extracellular matrix. Fibrosis, resulting from the failure of the balance between synthesis and degradation of extracellular matrix, is an evolutive and potentially reversible process. Histological examination is the main investigation to quantify fibrosis. Serological tests are warranted to allow a non invasive follow up of patients. Development of antifibrotic therapies should soon permit to slow down the evolution toward cirrhosis, limiting the needs for hepatic transplantation.